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The spirit of the first rally’s.

We will relive the early days of desert rallying. The start on February 18" will be at the
same spot in Paris as in the very first Dakar. So will the prologue in Orléans. The ride will
go through Perpignan and Valencia, all the way to Almeria where we will board the ferry
to Morocco.

In Morecco the road book will send us to Nador, Fez, Marrakech, Tan-Tan and Dakhla
before we cross the border with Mauritania. At Saint Louis we will enter Senegal and we
will reach Dakar on March 3™. Next day, as in the first Dakar, there will be the last
special at the beach of Lac Rose.

In Europe the bikes are allowed to do the liaisons in the back of a van or on the trailer.
Just the specials are obligated and so is the first liaison (which is from the start at the
Eiffeltower to the prologue in Orléans). All friends and family are allowed to accompany
the riders on their way to the boat. In Europe, participants will take care of their own
travel costs. The organisation will arrange hotels for those who need it. There will also be
a parc ferme.

After waving family goodbye, we will take the night boat to Morocco. From here, the
bikes will ride 4200 km till Dakar. This will be done in 11 days by the 3 team members.
This means, 1 day on the bike, then 2 days ‘resting’ in the support car, giving assistance
to the man on the bike (refuelling, repairs). This way, each member can do 1400
kilometres on the bike.

Because safety is rule number one, we will have a system like Iritrack on the bikes,
which will assure us of the position of each bike. We want every bike to reach the finish!

For those not wanting to buy an XT-500 or a 4x4, we will be able to offer a lease XT or
lease 4x4. Also, we will arrange a one-day off-road course for the inexperienced and also
a one day technical/navigation course.
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The Yamaha XT500: the origin of off-road riding

Legendary bike has its 30 years anniversary in 2006

The only motorbike allowed in the Heroes Legend is the Yamaha XT-500. The very first
Paris-Dakar rally was won on a Yamaha XT-500 and also Hubert Auriol enterad his first
rally on the XT-500. Don't we all want one in our (most of the time imaginary) private
collection of moterbikes! If you haven't enjoyed the kick-starter biting back, you haven't
lived a full life. Those who have mastered the fine art of starting an XT-500 know how
rewarding this bike is. Ride this bike with respect and you will agree and truly know why
it is the legend and an eminent fit for this ride. It has made history and you may relive it.
The bike came in production in 1976, so it will have its 30" birthday during our ride!

First off-road bike

The XTS00 was projected for the USA market, meant to be used in the desert baja’s. This
made the XT the first real off-road bike. Before that, there were a lot of road-going big
single cylinder four stroke bikes (mostly English). For off-road the choice was restricted
to two stroke motocross bikes, not legal for road use. The XT had it all. It opened a new
market for a new hobby: off-road riding.

Side effect was that with the XT, it was now possible to do large distance desert races.
The rest, as we know, is history.

Cult-bike

Yamaha released the XT-500 in 1976 an had it in production until the 80's. Some 60.000
XT were sold in Europe and now, 30 years later, thousands of XT are still in use. The
bacame really earned its cult status.

XT on retirement

In its young days, the XT scared a lot of riders. It had a reputation of being able to shoot
hig rider of the bike with its fierce backlash, After you mastered the starting procedure,
the bike rewarded you with a smooth ride on the big thumper.

The bike is now in its old days, more interested in long journeys then in competing with
madern equipment.

Technical features
= gingle cylinder four-stroke S00cCC
- drum brakes
= twin shocks
- dry sump (frame doubles as ail cooler)
- 27 HFJ 138 kilograms
- Reliable through simple techniques
- Suitable for long travels, for road and off-road using

Technical requirements for the bike

The XT500 needs to be technically safe at the start of every leg. This means brakes and
lights need to work and the bike should be in good condition.

It is not our intention to make life unnecessarily difficult during scrutineering, but we
don't want to see real old bangers. So tyres, spokes, chain and sprockets, bearings,
cables etcetera must be in good conditian,

It is allowed to improve the bike as long as it remains an XT500, so:

Mounting better shock absarbers is allowed, but monoshocks are not.

A better fork is allowed, but no upside down types.

It's OK to improve the brakes, but disc brakes are not allowed.

Improving the engine is allowed, but no replacing the engine or head by another

type.
+ Strengthening the frame is allowed, but is has to be an XT500 frame.

s 8 & @

In short, we are applying a sort of 'box rule'. If it looks like an XT500, smells like an
¥TS500 and sounds like and XTS00, then it must be an XT500 even if it goes like a rocket.
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Hubert Auricl (Addis Abeba, june Tin, 1952) taok part in 16 Dakar rally's and won three of them. Twice
on the bike, once by car. He became race director in 1995 and did a wonderful job until he left the rally
in 2003.

HUBERT AURIOL RETURNS TO THE DESERT

The eyes of Hubert Auriol light up when he tells his story. The sparkle in his eyes shows his deep
feslings on the subject. "When will | be satisfied with the result? When | see the same sparkle in the
eyes of the participants. That means that | have done a good job. | will have helped people fulfil a
dream and ba happy”.

Auriol, for years the driving force behind Paris-Dakar, is obviously a happy man himsall. He is about to
retumn to the desert once again, this time on the classic Yamaha XT-500. Letting ordinary people fulfil
there lifelong dreams. In this way Heroes Legend is a dream come true as well. "As a young boy all |
wanted to do was ride a motorbike across Africa. Now | see that same desire in others. This is whal |
most prefer to do together with people. Shara my passion: head for the desert on a motorbike. Heroes
Legend fills that gap.®

This plan had already been brewing for quite some time. The choice of motorbike in this first year of
Heroes Legend will restricted to the Yamaha XT-500, coinciding with the 30th anniversary of this
legendary bike. The XT-500 brings back fonc memaories to Auriol (53). He rode a Yamaha XT-500 in
his first Dakar Rally in 1979, "Back then it was the only motorbike that you could use for such an
adventure. It wasn't built for that job at all, but despite thal it was the only motorbike thal could cope
with the circumstances. it was the first real off-road production motorbike. | had 1o put up a real fight o
get my first XT-500. Every batch that came from Japan was sold out already before it arrived in port in
Europe. It cost ma a rib and a lot of persuasion to get hold of one.”

Awuriol considers tha XT-500 to be a true masterpiece. The machine hit the market at exactly the right
momaent. “This bike is a legend itself. It mark: the beginning of a new era. Riding it was an advenliure.
The noise, the vibrations .... Half of the time it was a nightmare as well. Starting the engine for
instance was nothing short of a drama if you did not have the knack. For some it was black magic. It
required some insight and dexterity, which | had fortunately. So in the rally every morning | ended up
helping other riders to gel their bikes going...”

It appears that Auricl hasn't lost that touch of magic. Al the first sight of a XT-500 he wanis to try to
start the engine. He kick-staris the engine. Nathing. "I have overdone it. Try again.” A stern look al the
machine follows and he kicks it again. With some protest the engine splutters and then slarls
running. "Tadaaa! Auriol exclaims enthusiastically. | can still do it"

Auriol is going to put all his knowledge and rally expertise into organizing Heroes Legend. He will be
setting out the route, organize the bivouacs end lead the race. He wams: "It is not a remake of the first
Paris-Dakar rally. That went through Algeria and Niger, which is not possible at the moment. But | am
going to capture the spirit of that inaugural rally in Heroes Legend. That is why we begin at the begin:
with the Yamaha XT-500. It has to remind us of the past. And we want people to help each other along
the way, like we used to. | want all participan's to reach the finish. It has to be an adventure in the first
place, the racing aspect comes second. It has o remain fun and within reach, both technically and
financially, for everybody. That is why we have teams in which every team member may ride the XT-
500. They can swap places in their support vehicles.”

The bivouacs will be small scaled. Just a couple of helicopters for press and organization, bul no
airplanes. "This way we are not dependent o0 airstrips and we can sel up camp anywhere we want.”

Auricl is looking forward 1o setting out the route for this Heroes Legend through Morocco, Mauritania
and Senegal. He is planning to do this on a Yamaha XT-500 so he can judge exactly whether the
machine will be able to cope with all the chal'enges along the way. "You can nol go over dunes of
powder sand. At 30 years of age, no molorbike will be able to cope. Even the XT-500 won't. You can'l
ride it like we used to. In those days Renault 4's were part of the Dakar rally as well. They would not
be able to climb those dunes either. However, that will not mean it is not going to be a marvellous
adventure. It will be. That is a promise.”
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